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CUBA. 



Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

July 5 : The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that during 
the week ended July 4 there were in that city 3 deaths from, and a 
few cases of, yellow fever. 

July 9 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports that 
during the week ended July 8 there were in that city 64 deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

July 9 : The United States sanitary inspector at Matanzas reports 
that during the two weeks ended July 7 there were in that city 12 deaths 
from yellow fever and 2 deaths from smallpox. 

July 5 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the week ended July 3 there were in that city 38 new cases and 
2 deaths reported from yellow fever, and 80 cases and 3 deaths from small- 
pox. 

July 6 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that during 
the week ended July 3 there were in that city 4 cases of yellow fever 
and 1 death from smallpox. 

July 3 : The United States sanitary inspector at Santiago reports that 
during the two weeks ended July 3, there were in that city 38 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

Sanitary report from Habana for June, 1897. 

Habana, Cuba, July 6, 1897. 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit the following report for the month 
of June, 1897, of the work of the Service at Habana, and of the sani- 
tary condition of affairs in this city, with the meteorological condi- 
tions. While the existing war has curtailed the commerce of the port, 
there has been much passenger traffic from Habana to the two Florida 
ports, Tampa and Key West. The following table will show, in a 
measure, the amount of work done by the Service during the past 
month : 

Vessels leaving the port of Habana during the month of June, 1897, for United States. 





Nationality. 




Class. 


Ameri- 
can. 


English. 


Spanish. 


German. 


Norwe- 
gian. 


Total. 




22 
1 


3 


12 
3 


1 


2 


40 






1 










6 
























29 


4 


15 


1 


2 









Number of passengers , 823 

Number of crew 1,903 



Total persons inspected 2,726 



All the passenger vessels coming to this port and going to the United 
States anchor in the open bay, the only exception to this rule being 
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the Morgan Line Steamers, and these vessels only remain at wharves on 
opposite side of bay long enough to discharge live stock brought from 
the United States, and this work requires but a few hours, when they 
are anchored in the bay. The 823 passengers are seen at least twice, 
and in a majority of cases three times. Attention is invited to the fact 
that nearly all the American schooners bringing lumber to this port are 
obliged to discharge their cargoes at the Tallapiedra wharf, a badly 
infected place. They remain from ten to fourteen days there, and the 
danger of infection is great. This is in evidence in the case of the 
brig Estella, which lay at this wharf for some days, and developed a case 
of yellow fever seven days after leaving port, proving the infection of 
the vessel almost beyond doubt. 

There are two American vessels now lying at this wharf with unac- 
climated crews aboard. Much time is occupied in vaccinating and 
revaccinating passengers leaving here for the United States, and while 
these people present themselves for vaccination they often strive to 
prevent a successful result by removing the vaccine virus immediately 
after the operation. So common has this habit become that I am 
obliged to hold them under observation for several minutes after vac- 
cination. 

Again, they attempt to simulate vaccination by blistering around the 
point of vaccination, but, as this is a clumsy subterfuge, it has always 
been detected, and is now almost abandoned. There is quite an exodus 
of Chinamen, all of them going to New York, and it is a difficult mat- 
ter to prevent them from using methods of deception. 

Deception is not confined to the masses, but, I regret to say, that there 
are members of the medical profession who will give certificates of 
acclimation to persons utterly unknown to them, for a consideration. 
This statement is not meant to throw discredit on the medical profession 
of Habana, for there are many physicians above reproach and their cer- 
tificates are accepted by this office. It has been found necessary to estab- 
lish a blacklist of physicians who issue certificates of acclimation dis- 
honestly, and it is probable that this practice will be abandoned when 
it is found that certificates are of no value. 

Mortality. — The following table will show the principal causes of 
death, total mortality, etc. : 

Deaths in Habana for month of June, 1897. — Yellow fever, military 
hospitals, 175 ; city, 6 ; total, 181. Enteric fever, 43 ; pernicious fever, 
37 ; paludal fever, 11 ; smallpox, military hospitals, 1 ; city, 8 ; total, 9. 
Enteritis, 89 ; dysentery, 54 ; diphtheria, 3 ; measles, 1 ; pneumonia, 26 ; 
glanders, 1 ; tuberculosis, 147. Total deaths, 1,041. Annual ratio per 
1,000 (estimated population, 200,000), 62.46. Nearly all, if not all, the 
deaths from pernicious fever should be placed under yellow fever, which 
would augment the deaths from that disease and would add to the num- 
ber of deaths from yellow fever in the city proper. The number of 
deaths from intestinal diseases is always large, and as yet I am unable 
to specify the reasons for this condition of affairs. Yellow fever is 
found in every military hospital in the city, and while attempts are 
made to isolate such cases to the extent of establishing special wards 
for that disease, still the isolation is worth nothing, and the evidence to 
prove this is that patients brought to the hospitals with other diseases 
are often removed to the yellow fever wards, having contracted the dis- 
ease ten to fifteen days after being admitted to the general wards. 

"While there are but 6 deaths from yellow fever reported among the 
residents of the city, it is evident to me that there are other deaths from 
that disease covered up in the deaths from pernicious fever. 
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Smallpox still prevails among the lower classes of the natives, and 
here it would only be fair to state that those cases occurring at the 
Spanish military hospitals are nearly all from the Cuban contingent 
of the army. It i3 almost useless to refer to the sanitary condition of 
the city, unless it would be to say that on account of the prevailing war 
there is even less attention than usual paid to sanitation. * * * 
Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Assistant Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. S. 8. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, July 9, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, July 8, 1897 : 

The number of deaths from yellow fever is steadily increasing ; this 
week there were 64 deaths from that disease against 50 for the week 
before, and the increase in the deaths refers to both the city proper and 
the military hospitals. Smallpox has resumed what might be termed 
its normal status ; there were no deaths from this disease during the 
week. Statistics from the military hospitals show but a few new cases. 

The rainy season is well on and the death rate will continue to increase 
rapidly among the Spanish soldiers and other nonacclimated persons. 

The Spanish military hospitals are now full and it will soon become 
necessary to increase the number of hospitals, in which event, the large 
sugar warehouses on the harbor, being fairly well adapted for such a 
purpose, will undoubtedly be used. Two of these buildings are now in 
use and have approximately about 1,500 patients. They are situated 
in the town of Eegla ; there are none on the Habana side in use. Yellow 
fever has appeared on two American schooners which have lain at the 
Tallapiedra Wharf; the first case, a mild one, occurring on schooner 
Anna M. Slammer. The second case was found on the schooner B. 
Frank Neally, just as the vessel was leaving for Mobile, Ala., the case 
being discovered by mustering the crew preparatory to giving the bill 
of health. The man had been taken sick in the early morning with all 
the symptoms of yellow fever, and was, when found, lying in the fore- 
castle, presenting the appearance of a man in the first stages of the dis- 
ease. The master of the schooner was advised to proceed to Dry Tor- 
tugas for treatment. It is of interest to state here that when I boarded 
this vessel the surface of the water surrounding her was covered with 
decomposing offal from the abattoirs, and other matter ; in fact, the vessel 
was imbedded in a field of this objectionable matter. 

Mortality for week ended July 8, 1897. — Yellow fever, military hospi- 
tals, 61; city, 3; total, 64. Enteric fever, 16; pernicious fever, 13; 
paludal fever, 5 ; bilious fever, 1 ; smallpox, none ; dysentery, 12 ; ente- 
ritis, 20 ; pneumonia, 5 ; tuberculosis, 36. From all causes, 296. An- 
nual ratio per 1,000, 76.96. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Dr. Brunner has been instructed as follows by telegraph : 

Washington, July IS, 1897. 
Yellow fever cases found on vessels bound to United States, as 
schooners Neally and Stammer, should be immediately reported by tele- 
graph, giving date of sailing and destination. 

Wyman 
Surgeon- General. 



